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E
began life in 1990 as the Petrotechnical 

Open Software Consortium (POSC), as a way to facilitate 

exchanging data in the oil industry. POSC then began 

to focus on petrotechnical data exchange standards using XML 

technology, which eventually led to the development of the drilling data 

exchange standard, WITSML.

WITSML provides the mechanism for exchanging information in 

and vendors can collect and present real-time drilling and well data in 

their proprietary dashboards any way they want while the operators can 

easily aggregate data from multiple vendors without additional data 

In 2006, POSC was rebranded as Energistics as it moved to become 

less academic and more responsive to the business requirements of the 

it has since grown from 62 to 125 organisational members. In 2011, 

continued to strive for new membership and has increased co-operation 

a global standards user community encourages participation to improve 

sees it as a community of standards users – rather than customers – 

Energistics believes interoperability is the greatest asset to users, 

especially as more data are gathered and more types of data used. Without 

barriers begin to emerge within projects and between companies.

the ability to exchange information seamlessly, Energistics 

exploration, drilling and production.

Major oil companies are attracted by the ways in 

oil companies, who often have many joint ventures and 

interests, need information exchanged between a range of 

providers and operators.

By extending support to service companies, it allows the 

latter to incorporate Energistics’ data-sharing elements into 

more attractive for collaborative projects, but 

also minimises their own development 

costs, which might have otherwise have 

been accrued had they built their own, 

proprietary exchange methods.

Standard bearer
InnovOil 

he has doubled the consortium’s membership since 2006

can help improve the standards and identify new business or new 

exclusive. Its standards are available for all at no charge, and Hubbard 

Once becoming members, companies can contribute and participate in 

the ongoing development of the standards, and share information with 

other groups.

Energistics’ membership alone. Hubbard believes WITSML has a 

presence in every oil province in the world. Its transparency, and the 

way in which it is often embedded into service company products, has 

made it a cornerstone of data exchange in the industry.

There is a perception that industry standards bodies often compete 

collaboratively to ensure that there are no competing standards between 

and to initiate joint projects to build connectors between the different 

standards.

lead to reluctance to adopt standards. However, as more data are used, 

the need for an integrated way to view and interpret the digital side of 

concepts of industry standards, and persuade operators and national 

projects in Russia, Mexico and China have gained traction, 

and adopting the WITSML platform allows joint ventures 

and services to be monitored from across the world, 

increasing the ease of international co-operation.

orientated model further into the oil industry, he is also 

the company’s 25-year anniversary.

This month, Saudi Aramco will be hosting Energistics’ 

conference. 
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